3. Hidden Camera

Note: The resulting recording of a conversation from the use of a hidden

camera may be a violation of the Anti-Wiretapping Law.

Properly used, hidden cameras can be an important tool for solid

investigative journalism. Such reporting demands authenticity and hidden

cameras have the potential to add great visual evidence and weight. Any

plans to use a hidden camera in undercover newsgathering or other

similar techniques in a surreptitious way should be cleared in advance by

Senior Management and the Legal Department. The following issues do

not necessarily correspond to laws. Rather they reflect ABS-CBN’s

standards, which in some cases may be more stringent than the applicable

law:

a. Any plans to use hidden cameras should begin with a serious

examination within the unit of the need to do so including a

discussion of the pros and cons;

b. Before using hidden cameras, first try to exhaust alternatives for

obtaining the interview, videotape or information.

c. Approval of the use of hidden cameras is for a specific shoot.

d. “Because it’s good television” should not be used as a criterion in

approving hidden camera shoots. Hidden cameras are not

ordinarily appropriate for the collection of cover video.

e. The information or evidence to be gathered by hidden camera

should significantly contribute to a story that is of substantial

value to society or of vital public interest. Because of the

potential element of deception involved in either concealing the

recording equipment or obtaining access to the investigative

subject, the benefit gained from the information gathered

surreptitiously should justify the use of this methodology.

f. The expectation of illegal behavior or wrongdoing should be

strong. However there are many actions that, although legal, are

not proper. A child left unattended in a daycare center or

suffering hospital patients ignored by the medical staff are

situations which may not currently breach any laws, but are

potentially significant enough to justify hidden camera usage.

The subjective nature of this again points out the need for preapproval

by Senior Management and the Legal Department.

g. Justification for use can include situations where open recording

could change, inhibit or prevent the impartial collection of facts.

Question about justification for the use of hidden cameras should

as stated above, be brought to Senior Management.

h. Use of hidden camera pictures of the following, where it is to

their detriment, should be avoided: minors, person with mental

deficiencies (e.g. person in a mental institutions who are not the

focus of the story), or prisoners of war. Unless cleared by Senior

Management and the Legal Department, it may be necessary to

obscure the faces of persons above who are videotaped.

i. We should not take hidden camera pictures where we have

specifically promised not to take cameras at all.

j. Hidden camera video obtained from sources outside ABS-CBN

should be reviewed to make sure it meets the same standards as

any other ABS-CBN video. You should consult Senior Management

and the Legal Department as necessary on using tape from these

sources.

k. Use of hidden cameras can be dangerous assignments and all

parties, including management, should be fully informed of the

potential risks.

4. Non Standard Equipment

Hidden cameras are not only cameras that are concealed. The use of nonstandard

cameras by ABS-CBN staffers, such as home video cameras, in a

way that might lead people to believe the photographer is not a journalist,

for example, are subject to the same ABS-CBN standards as hidden

cameras. These cameras may be used, but their use as “hidden-cameras”

must be cleared by Senior Management and the Legal Department.

5. Electronic Eavesdropping

Note: This is a violation of the Anti-Wiretapping Law, but there are

instances when we will utilize it for newsgathering – whether it be to

check facts or background, particularly on issues of national significance.

The use of hidden parabolic microphones or telephoto lenses or

surreptitious recording on tape recording individual without their

knowledge or permission must be approved by Senior Management and the

Legal Department.

There are laws which prohibit the recording of telephone conversations

without permission from all participants (i.e. “2 party consent”). These can

cover the actual recording regardless of what the tape is used for, i.e. for

air, on a website or for note-taking. Consult Senior Management and the

Legal Department before taping a conversation without the permission of

all parties involved, or before using hidden microphones.
